
NRC Inc. Special Management Committee Meeting. 

Meeting held on 17th December 2014 at Zammit Oval.     

Meeting opened 7.05 pm. 

Present;  Ian Dowd, Dennis Martens, Joe Reeves, Barry Turner, 
 John Bowtell, Paul Hawkins, Paul Spalding, Phil Trevethan,     
Wayne Buckingham, Micheal Mercieca, Keith Luke  
Apologies;  Ron McKiernan. 

Agenda;  Modifications to the truck and trailer to improve conditions for the birds. 

The President opened the meeting and thanked everybody for their attendance, and asked 
everybody not to interrupt the person who has the floor. 

Keith Luke asked the meeting what was the main problem. Wayne responded saying 
ventilation with both the truck and trailer. Ian Dowd then explained how much heat came out 
of the trailer when you open the door and the trailer was not full at the time. Joe Reeves 
explained to the meeting that if there is not enough oxygen and the birds are breathing 
carbon dioxide you can’t expect them to perform. Paul Hawkins explained that we need to 
install two thermo controlled 12 volt fans in the truck. Ian Dowd stated that we also need 
fans for the trailer. After a lengthy discussion about whether the shadecloth allows air to flow 
through, Barry Turner is going to find out about some vented aluminium for the sides of the 
truck and trailer and email me back with prices etc. The front and back middle doors of the 
trailer are to be replaced. The crates the NRC have constructed need to have holes cut in the 
sides of the crates same as the original crates to allow the air to flow through. It was also 
suggested by Paul Hawkins that we glue polystyrene to the ceiling of the truck. It was also 
suggested that we raise the roof of the truck to allow the carbon dioxide and the hot air to 
escape. Two tool boxes are to be fitted to the truck to carry all water troughs and feeders so 
that the walkway is clear. It was also suggested that we travel with the back door open on the 
truck and the security door locked, this will also allow the air to flow through. We need a 
battery set up on the draw bar of the trailer to run the fans in the trailer. At the conclusion of 
the meeting Wayne Buckingham thanked everybody for their suggestions and the way the 
suggestions were put forward and their positive input. 

Meeting closed 8.45 pm. 
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